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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the 

Seaham  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1943,  which 
in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  instructions,  is  again 

in  an  abbreviated  form. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  compared  with  1942  the 
number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  has  been  reduced  by 
over  fifty  per  cent.  Our  immunisation  figures  for  school  children 
are  well  above  the  desired  numbers  ;  those  for  the  children 
under  five  years  are  still,  in  common  with  most  areas,  some 
way  behind,  and  I  should  like  again  to  impress  upon  parents 
how  dangerous  to  life  this  disease  can  he  to  the  child  before 

it  goes  to  school. 

I  he  energetic  methods  adopted  by  the  Council  has  l  esulted 
in  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of  scabies 
reported,  and  in  this  work  I  have  received  valuab'e  assistance 
from  the  first-aid  staff  of  the  Civil  Defence. 

A  note  might  be  made  of  the  way  the  Casualty  Service 
took  the  opportunities  presented  to  it  to  show  its  skill,  and  the 
excellent  manner  in  which  the  Ambulance  Service  personnel 
have  performed  their  duties,  both  in  periods  of  emergency 
and  in  the  routine  work  connected  with  the  district. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Council,  and  my  colleagues  on  the 
staff,  for  their  loyal  co-operation  during  the  year. 


WM.  JAMES  PEDEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

(Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  previous  year). 

Area  :  2,467  statute  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (June,  1943),  5,981  (6,047) 

Estimated  number  of  separate  tenancies  (June,  1943),  6,839 
(6,942) 

Rateable  value,  £101,960  (£102,399). 

The  sum  represented  by  a  Penny  rate,  £375  (£382) 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth  Rate —  Live  Births  : — 

19.86  per  1000  estimated  population  (18.1) 

Still  Births: — 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births,  29.8  (32.1). 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  under  one  year  per  1000  live 
births,  59.3  (49.8) 

Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  under  one  year  per  1000 
live  births,  54.9  (48.8) 

Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year  per 
1000  live  births,  111.1  (62*5). 

Deaths. 


Total  rate  per  1000  population,  13.5  (11.3). 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  and  still  births,  1*0. 
(2.2) 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ... 

II  (10) 

7  (13) 

18  (23) 

Deaths  from  Measles 

1  (0) 

0  (0) 

1  '0) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

0(0) 

1  (0) 

1  (0) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years)  ... 

0  (3) 

0(2) 

0  (5) 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria 

4  (.=;) 

2  (6) 

6(11) 

Deaths  from  T.B.  (Pul.) 

6  (8) 

10  (10) 

16  (18) 

Deaths  from  T.B.  (Non-Pul.) 

2  (5) 

2(2) 

4  (7) 

Deaths  from  Diseases  of  the 

Heart 

44  (31) 

29  (35) 

73  (66) 

Deaths  from  Circulation  (in¬ 

cluding  Intracranial) 

19  (22) 

18  (10) 

37  (32) 

Deaths  from  Pneumonia,  Bron¬ 

chitis,  etc. 

14  (14) 

9(4) 

23  (18) 

TABLE  I 


Vital  Statistics  for  1943  and  certain 

previous  years. 


Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

1900 

42.0 

21.1 

174 

1910 

36.4 

14  8 

122 

1920 

35.2 

16.3 

124 

1930 

23.0 

10.5 

80 

1937 

17.2 

10  3 

82.9 

1938 

16.9 

10.6 

66.6 

1939 

16.3 

10.6 

78 

1940 

18.2 

12  6 

56.9 

1941 

17.6 

12  2 

60.4 

1942 

18.1 

11  3 

49.8 

1943 

19.86 

13  5 

59  3 
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SUMMARY  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
AND  TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  tables  and  the  remarks  which  follow  will  help  to 
show  how  we  have  fared  in  this  respect  during  the  year. 


PQ 

< 

H 


cc 

H 

O 

<1 

(/)  o 
lU 


0) 

< 

UJ 

(/> 


o 

o 

pR 


U  » 

J  H 

OQ 

< 

\L 

h 

o 
z 


H 

< 

Q 

Pi3 

I— I 
PCH 
t— I 

H 

O 

CO 

H 

CO 

u 


<D 

w 

eg 

<D 

OQ 


Total 

53 

101 

1 

15 

9 

786 

34 

75 

Died 

1  «  1  1  ^  1  _  ^  2 

Admitted 
to  Hospital 

42 

99 

1 

2 

6 

65  and 

over 

1  1  1  ^  1  i  i  i  ^  ■ 

45  65 
years 

111^1111=: 

35  45 
years 
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TABLE  IV. 

MonthTy  Notifications  of  Infectious,  Diseases  during:  1943. 


9 


4 

◄ 

g 

H 

53 

TOT 

15 

C75 

1 

786 

34 

«5 

Dec. 

(M 

u:: 

1 

(M 

1 

1 

fH 

os 

lO 

Nov. 

00 

1 

r-H 

1 

1 

no 

Tti 

Oct. 

«D 

lo 

1 

1 

1 

OS 

Sept. 

tr- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•JD 

CO 

Aug. 

^g) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

rH 

1 

July 

! 

- 

! 

1 

i 

rH 

CO 

June 

Ovl 

1 

- 

i 

CO 

1 

1 

(M 

i-H 

1 

- 

Ol 

1 

Ol 

1 

CO 

April 

00 

1 

rH 

rH 

1 

126 

1 

CO 

U 

:3 

t> 

lo 

r-H 

(N 

CO 

1 

448 

(M 

CO 

r— < 

Feb. 

00 

to 

1 

CO 

fM 

1 

o 

an 

•H 

ict> 

5 

cc 

1 

- 

1 

1 

CO 

Ol 

CO 

<D 

CO 

eg 

(U 

CO 


d) 

> 

d> 

o3 

O 

cc 


CO 

Cli 

a> 


c6 

a 


CO 


QC 

D 

O 


eg 

•  ^ 

0) 

-1-3 

43 

Oi 


OQ 

c3 

09 

• 

Oi 

a: 

<v 

.5 

5 

o 

>> 

09 

o 

a> 

D 

O 

Ph 

09 

>> 

rO 

o 

0) 

Q 

a 

o 

» 

"o 

0- 

Measle 

Whoop 

S 

o 

<u 

fin 

10 


TABLE  V. 

Infectious  Disease  and  Tuberculosis  Cases 
notified  during:  past  five  years. 


(Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  number  of  Deaths). 


Disease 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

55  (0) 

7  (0) 

31  (0) 

71. 

53  (0) 

Diphtheria  ... 

54  (4) 

22  (2) 

96  (9) 

267  (7) 

101  (6) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

4  (0) 

,1  (1) 

3 

3 

1  (1) 

Erysipelas 

10  (0) 

5  (0) 

5 

8 

15  (0) 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

6  (2, 

7  (4) 

4 

3  (1) 

9  (4) 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

1  (0) 

1 

— 

— 

Measles 

101  (0) 

990  (0) 

225  (1) 

38 

786  (1) 

Whooping  Cough 

25  (2) 

26  (0) 

136  (3) 

56 

34  (1) 

Pneumonia  ... 

64  (19) 

52  (10) 

62  (12) 

107 

75  (13) 

T.B. — Pulmonary 

21  (16) 

20  (9) 

28  (14) 

31  (21) 

36  (16) 

T.B.— Non  -  Pulmonary 

8  (7) 

21  (1) 

14  (1) 

22  (4) 

« 

21  (4) 
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TABLE  VI. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


NOTIFICA  1  IONS 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N  on  - 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

1-5 

— • 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

5-10 

1 

3 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

10-15 

2 

— 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15-20 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

20-25 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

25-35 

4 

5 

— 

2 

1 

5  ! 

— 

— 

35-45 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45  55 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

55-65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

20 

18 

6 

15 

6 

10 

2 

2 
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On  examination  of  the  tables  the  following  salient  facts 
emerge  : — 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Tubercuiosis. — The 

number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  1942 
was  21,  in  1943,  16.  These  figures  are  a  very  good  in¬ 
dication  of  our  living  conditions,  and  it  gives  me  much 
satisfaction  to  record  this  drop  in  the  number  of  deaths. 
It  would  appear  that  the  war,  with  all  its  difficulties,  is 
not  having  any  material  effect  upon  our  health. 

Diphth  eria. — The  average  member  of  the  public  is  now, 
I  think,  aware  of  the  dangers  of  not  summoning  immediate 
medical  aid  in  this  disease,  and  of  the  value  of  immunis¬ 
ation  as  a  protection. 

Notifications  showed  a  considerable  reduction  during 
1943,  the  highest  number  occurred  in  children  from  5.15 
years  of  age.  99  cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  the 
the  approximate  total  number  of  days  spent  in  hospital 
being  4551.  There  were  six  deaths,  2  under  five  years  of 
age.  and  4  between  5-15,  none  of  whom  had  received  any 
immunising  injections. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  : — 1264  first  injec¬ 
tions,  and  1740  second  injections  were  given  during  the 
year. 

4'he  degree  to  which  the  children  were  protected 
against  Diphtheria  is  shown  by  the  return  sent  to  the 
Min  isti’y  of  H  ealth  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Under  Age  5  years 
5  years  under  15 

Estimated  percentage  of  child  popu¬ 
lation  fully  immunised  at  3 1  / 1 2/42  33.2%  69.5% 

Estimated  number  of  children  com¬ 
pletely  immunised  at  31/12/43  ...  740  3797 

Estimated  percentage  of  child  popu¬ 
lation  ...  ...  ...  38.9%  86.2% 

Measles.— The  re  was  a  marked  increase  of  measles  during 
the  year.  The  mortality  rate  was  however  negligible. 
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Scarlet  Fever  •  — rhe  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  of  a 
mild  character,  most  of  them  occurring  in  children 
between  the  ages  of  5  and  10. 

Whooping:  Cougfh.  — There  were  only  34  cases  of 
whooping  cough  notified  during  the  year,  which  is  a 
reduction  of  22.  on  the  previous  year.  There  was  one 
death. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. — There  have  been  nine  cases 
of  this  condition  which  we  associate  with  overcrowding, 
and  although  a  certain  amount  of  this  was  unavoidable 
the  number  compares  favourably  with  other  years. 


GENERAL  SANITATION. 

Housing  . — With  the  War  apparently  approaching  its 
climax,  the  housing  pi  ohlem  is  occupying  public  attention 
more  and  more. 

« 

In  common  with  other  areas  houses  aie  very  scarce. 
The  Council  are  acutely  aware  of  this,  and  have  their 
post-war  housing  schemes  continually  under  discussion. 

WSfter  Supply. — Water  is  supplied  by  the  Sunderland 
and  South  Shields  Water  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  repeated  tests 
taken  during  the  year  have  sHown  it  to  be  of  a  pure  and 
wholesome  character. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage— The  d  isposal  of  sewerage 
is  carried  out  by  means  of  a  combined  system,  and  is 
discharged  into  the  sea,  and  no  complaints  have  been 
received. 

ReFuse  and  Salvage. — The  total  amount  of  refuse 
collected  for  the  year  ending  3l8t  March,  1944,  was 
18,150  tons.  Controlled  tipping  is  in  operation. 
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The  collection  of  salvage  is  carried  out  by  the  Sur¬ 
veyor’s  Department,  the  approximate  total  figures  being: — 


Waste  Paper 

62  tons  6  cwts.  1  qr. 

Selected  Paper  ... 

.  "  6  tons  17  cwts.  1  qr. 

Light  Scrap  tins... 

60  tons  2  cwts  3  qrs. 

Broken  Glass 

12  tons  15  cwts.  2  qrs 

1  lb  Jars 

1255^  doz. 

2  lb.  Jars 

...  308  doz 

3  gill  Bottles 

...  558J  doz. 

Beer  Bottles  .  . 

402J  doz. 

Sauce  Bottles 

913  doz. 

Pickle  Jars 

1^  doz. 

Rags 

3  tons  5  cwts. 

Mats 

2  tons  8  cwts  3  qrs. 

Bagging 

16  cwts.  2  qrs  1  st. 

Bones  . 

4  tons  15  cwts.  2  qrs. 

Metal... 

...  13  tons  13  cwts. 

Textiles 

...  3  tons 

Aluminium 

...  1  cwt. 

Copper 

...  f  cwt. 

Brass... 

...  2  cwt. 

Lead 

...  14  cwts 

Lead  Paper 

...  If  cwts. 

Abatement  of  Nuisances— All  complaints  received 
by  the  Satiitary  Inspector  have  been  attended  to,  and  the 
following  nuisances  have  been  dealt  with  : — 


Dwelling  houses  (  Foul  conditions .  . 

and  •  Structural  defects 

Schools  i  C)ver(;rowding  .. 

Lodging  Houses  . . 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cowsheds  .  .  . .  • 

Bakehouses 
Slauohtei’- houses 
Aslipits  and  Privies 
Depi'sits  of  Itefuse  an  i  Manure 
Water  Closets 
Defective  Yard  Pavino 

Defective  Trajis 
No  Disconnection  from  Sewers 
Other  faults 


House 

Drainage 


Water  Supply 
Pigsties 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 
Offensive  'Trades 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Other  Nuisances 


2 

ti 

5 


1 1 
94 


10 


1 

66 
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Disinfection  and  Disinfestation.  — Disinfection 
of  clothing  and  bedding  is  carried  out  at  the  depot  in 
Cornelia  Terrace.  Houses  are  also  disinfected  after  in¬ 
fectious  diseases. 

Total  nunibet'  of  houses  and  bedding  disinfected,  191. 

Disinfestation  and  Eradication  of  Bed 
Bugs— 

This  is  done  by  (i)  Powder  (Kolium  Co.) ;  (ii)  Insecticides 
(Kolium  Co.) ;  Cromessol  soln  A  and  B  ;  and  (iii)  Fumi¬ 
gation  (Fumex,  Kolium  and  Killgerm  Sulphur  blocUs). 

Council  houses  disinfested  Nil 

Other  houses  dl.-^infested  ...  62 


Factories  and  Workshops.— All  the  Factories  and 
Workshops  have  been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

Milk. — Periodical  inspections  have  been  made  and  there 
has  been  no  cause  for  complaint. 

Meat  and  other  Foods — ^A  total  of  858  visits  were 
made  where  food  is  stored. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  foods  condemned  : — 

Beef  168  lbs.,  Sausage  108  lbs.,  Sausage  Meat  55|  lbs., 
Chopped  Ham,  61  lbs..  Pork  Luncheon  Meat  77  lbs.. 
Tongue  6  lbs.,  Galantine  19^  lbs..  Brisket  Beef  12  lbs.. 
Corned  Beef  12  lbs..  Pig’s  Head  1,  Steak  Casserole  5, 
Soya  Grit  41  cwt.,  Bacon  126  lbs.  Ham  117^  lbs.,  Polony 
lbs..  Cream  9  tins.  Milk  191  tins.  Cheese  146f  lbs.. 
Eggs  1483,  Butter  69J  lbs.,  Margarine  2  lbs.,  Lard  44  lbs.. 
Cooking  Fats,  81  lbs..  Suet  7  lbs.,  Jam  and  Marmalade 
178  lbs..  Mincemeat  2  lbs  ,  Prunes  43  lbs.,  Raisins  83  lbs.. 
Sultanas  18  lbs.,  Beans  27  lbs..  Lentils  23^  lbs.,  Peas 
31  lbs..  Apricot  5  lbs.,  Salmon  21  tins.  Pilchards  15  tins, 
Sardines  10  tins,  Herrings  2  tins.  Crayfish  3  tins,  Fish 
Cakes  1108,  Fish  19  stones,  Beetox  1  bottle.  Paste  19 
jars.  Rice  45  lbs..  Ground  Rice  12  lbs..  Oats  7  lbs.. 
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Blancmange,  6f  lbs.,  Pudding  Mixture  53  packets; 
Sponge  Mixture,  3  packets,  Custard  Mixture  1  packet, 
Egg  Substitute  Powder  101  packets,  Dried  Egg  4  packets, 
Self-Raising  Flour  71  packets,  Coffee  essence  18  bottles, 
Tomato  Sauce  4  bottles,  Nut  Kernals  14  lbs..  Spaghetti 
10  lbs..  Baking  Powder  101  packets.  Biscuits  36  lbs., 
Cereals  13  lbs.  Soup  and  Vegetables  68  tins.  Beans  17 
tins.  Tomatoes  7  tins.  Sauces  19  bottles,  Apples  1  tin. 
Grape  Fruit  7  tins,  Dried  Fruit  4  lbs..  Plums  11  tins. 
Golden  Syrup  2  tins.  Onions  123  lbs..  Carrots  67  lbs.. 
Pears  3|  lbs..  Potatoes  112  ll>s..  Turnips  14  lbs..  Apples 
304  lbs..  Oranges  85  lbs  ,  Sugar  214  lbs..  Flour  125  cwt., 
Coffee  1|^  lbs  ,  Tea  1  lb..  Chocolate  12  Cartons,  Sweets 
4  lbs..  Cocoa  3  lbs..  Salt  67  packets.  Pickles  4  bottles. 
Vinegar  10  bottles,  Chutney  23  bottles.  Yeast  5|  lbs. 
Soap  16  lbs.,  9  packets,  and  12  tablets.  Horse  Radish 
Cream  121  bottles.  Mustard  27  tins.  Salad  Cream  1 
bottle. 

Sca.bies — The  scabies  scheme  initiated  in  1942  is  function¬ 
ing  smoothly,  and  we  are,  I  think  gradually  eliminating  this 
condition,  and  the  lack  of  sleep  which  the  irritability 
connected  with  it  brings. 

From  January  to  Dec('mber,  1943: 

Total  number  of  treatments  given  during  the  year  1584 
Total  number  of  new  cases  entered  during  the  year  331 
Total  number  of  people  declared  free  from  infection  408 

Average  number  of  treatments  per  case — 3.8. 

Port  Sanitary  Authority. — All  complaints  received 
have  been  attended  to. 


